February Communicator

● Zoom Adult Bible Study Every Sunday after Worship
● African American History Month
● Presentation of the Lord 2/2
● First Fridays Social Time, virtually 7-8PM 2/5
● Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 2/7
● Transfiguration Sunday 2/14
● Fat Tuesday, Regional Virtual Party 2/16
● Drive by Ashes (by appointment) 7AM-7PM 2/17
● Ash Wednesday Service, 8PM Zoom 2/17
● Lenten Study 2/18-Lent
● First Sunday in Lent 2/21
● Second Sunday in Lent 2/28

The Pastor’s Desk
Dear friends and family of First
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
of Janesville,
As I write this, I do so in the
consideration that I would far prefer
to be in warmer climates much like
our church family that are further
south, and yet I really do love the
winter months. I enjoy the cold, and
bundling up, warm cocoa and filling
meals. I know that if I did live in the
warmer areas of the country, as I
have in the past, I would miss the
snow and the chill. Life is often like
that, we often miss the little things
that we never think about that are so
commonplace, when we don’t have
them. This pandemic has been a
time to consider what we miss when
we aren’t able to gather in person in
our building. One of the things that I
feel I’m going to be missing this
coming month is our being able to
celebrate Fat Tuesday as we did last
year with pancakes, bacon, and
cake...I also miss the fact that we
won’t be able to observe Ash
Wednesday together in one space.
Happily, there will be other ways of
observing both. This year our region
will be putting on an Open and
Affirming party of sorts that the
whole region is invited to on Fat
Tuesday, this will be by Zoom. On
Wednesday we will have a service by
Zoom like we did for our Longest
Night service, and during the day
people will be able to come by for
“drive by Ashes” (by appointment).
Some of these things that we’re
doing due to covid (like the drive by
ashes) I hope we can continue even
when it’s not covid, of course I hope

we can also have in person services
then but let us not be so hasty to
undo some of the good that we’ve
been able to accomplish simply
because it’s being done in bad
times.
In the peace and love of Jesus
Christ,
Rev. Colin A. Douglas
Ps. Should you desire a copy of any
of my sermons please don’t hesitate
to ask, I am happy to print out and
mail it to you so that you can read it
at your own leisure.
Church News
Stewardship
Hi from Diana Huckstep, one of your
financial secretaries. I hope all of
you are doing well, and 2021 is so
much better than the year we just
left. My number one prayer is that
soon we will be able to meet and
have service in church.
I just want to let you know how we
are doing financially. We had
twenty-three giving units this year
and received the sum of
$47,725.64. This also included a PPP
loan from the federal government
for the amount of $2,700, which we
did not have to pay back. Our
expenses were $52,927.55, with a
difference of -5,201.91. This
amount would have been higher if
not for the PPP loan. We are doing
much better than some churches,
but we are losing our reserves. This
spring/summer, money will be used
to finish the roof, and lately, we
have been experiencing troubles
with our office computer and

printer, so they may need to be
replaced sometime this year.
We know that everyone is struggling,
and we ask that you pray for our
church, that God has a plan for us. If
you are able to give of your time,
talents, and/or treasures, we thank
you. God’s Blessings to all.
ECHO
ECHO met many challenges in 2020
and has expanded its reach in
2021. From the pandemic to a
change in leadership due the
retirement of the Executive Director,
challenges were met and more
accomplished in providing food and
housing to those in need in
Janesville and in Rock County. Here
are a few ways you can
help: Donate food and money,
participate in the Silent Auctions
(next one starts 2/1), CROP Hunger
Walk 4/25, Eat/carry out for Hunger
6/7, or volunteer time.
Contact Martin or check their
website echojanesville.org and pray.
Financial
December income $2,927
December expenses $3,598.72

important to us. So that is why we
have “What’s new with…you?” in our
newsletter. Perhaps it will change to
something else when we are able to
worship in person. Right now, it is a
way of connection for our church
family. Remember, not everyone is
on social media or feels comfortable
calling or writing to someone.
Hearing about people we care about
in the newsletter; I hope it helps. So,
if you are interested in being a part
of this section, please let me know.
You do not need to say a lot. Saying
hi to everyone is good. My number
is 608-774-2648. You can call or
text. Thank you, Diana Huckstep.
Ron Besemer says hi from Cathedral
City, California. The weather is
mostly sunny, dry and in the 70’s or
80’s. Good weather for aches and
pains. We love it here, but almost
everything here is closed down
because of the COVID. So far, we
have been spared. Asking for
prayers for those out of work here,
because our area depends on
tourism. I still play the piano and am
working with insurance at home to
keep busy. When things get better,
come visit us sometime.

What’s New With …You?
The hardest thing about this
pandemic is the isolation, and not
being able to see or interact with
family and friends like we use to. At
First Christian, our church family is

Suzanne Borst, No job yet. I’m kind
of glad that I’m not working yet.
Working on knitting stuffed animals
for the farmer’s market. They are
really cute.

The ladies of our church created a recipe book featuring some of their
favorite recipes. Hope you enjoy these ones!

Kids Korner

Inspiration Corner
Granny’s Notes

17 February 2003

Last Sunday the Stewardship Chairman came up to me after services and
whispered they appreciated our extra offering. Like most people, I guess, I
didn’t figure we could give a whole tithe, what with the higher cost of gas and
electric and all. So, I figured what I thought would be about right, and was
proud I kept up with that. I even felt a little righteous, if you want to know the
truth.
I suppose you know about that little corner cafe downtown that has lots of good
food so cheap you can hardly afford to cook at home. Lots of people eat there,
especially for breakfast. It’s nice to have all the coffee you want and a big
breakfast with eggs, and toast and lots of potatoes and all the trimmings, even
fancy waffles if you want them without all the mess of making them ourselves.
Pa and me kind of got in the habit of eating there a few times a week. Almost
always you run into someone you know. There are even a couple of bunches of
people that always come in at a certain time and get the same table. It is nice to
just sit and visit and have a good time.
I got to thinking one morning and thought about how we seemed to be able to
afford that just fine. I added up how much we spent on eating out instead of
home. I was sure surprised how much it was, and we never even noticed being
any shorter on the budget.
So, then I thought how the church was struggling with the heat bill and all and
decided I would invite the Lord to eat with us for a month. What I did, was every
time we got the bill for breakfast, I put the same aside to go to the offering
plate.
We haven’t starved to death yet, as you could tell if you took a good look at us,
and we didn’t’ even have to give up our breakfasts out. So, all I did was match
for the Lord what we spent extra on us and here we got praised up for it.
Kind of makes you think about what’s really important, doesn’t it?
Grandma
Prayer Concerns
Pray for our new president, administration, and our nation
Pray for those needing a job, and whose who need enough money to pay for
necessities
Pray for all those mourning the loss of loved ones
Pray for a rapid distribution of the vaccine particularly to the poor and unhoused

